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Abstract:

Childhood adversity has been shown to increase the risk of psychotic symptoms in adult life. However,
there are no previous studies looking at the association between experiencing a natural disaster during
childhood and the development of psychotic symptoms in young adulthood. Eight hundred and six
bushfire-exposed children and 725 control children were evaluated following the 1983 South Australian
bushfires. Five hundred and twenty nine (65.6%) of the bushfire group and 464 (64%) controls participated
in a follow up study 20 years later. Childhood data on emotional and behavioural disorders and
dysfunctional parenting was available. The adult assessment included the Australian National Health and
Well-Being psychosis screen and detailed information about trauma, childhood adversity and alcohol and
cannabis abuse. 5.6% of subjects responded positively to the psychosis screen and 2.6% responded
positively to a further probe question. Psychotic symptoms were more common in subjects exposed to a
greater number of traumas, and were associated with higher rates of childhood adversity, emotional and
behavioural disturbance, dysfunctional parenting, and alcohol and cannabis abuse. Subjects exposed to
bushfires as children did not have a greater risk of psychosis. Our results indicate that exposure to multiple
traumas, rather than a single major trauma, increases the risk of later psychosis.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.schres.2010.12.010   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Extreme Weather Event
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Extreme Weather Event: Wildfires

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Australasia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Mental Health/Stress

Mental Health Effect/Stress: Childhood Behavioral Disorder, Schizophrenia/Delusional Disorder,
Substance-Induced Disorder

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Children, Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system
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 A focus of content
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